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25X1A2
ANALYSTS OF REPCRTS BY M WCARIAN REIUGEE

O POSSIBLE LOCAPION OF SOVIEE ROCKEL BASE

Reports of Soviet misslle aesivity in Zokarpatskeye Onisst’ near the
UESR~-Czechorlovekia border lave srorpted o detalled snalysis of infor-
mation prov:idad by a fungnrisn refugee, Sﬁu:r(:e_ Ee ciaimed
to have seen in 1956 a Soviah rocket-leumehing site in the ricinity of a
village, "Kota¥ka," that was located porth of Uzbgorod, US3R. The Source
was originally interviewed in 1958, He was reinterrogated in 1959 and
1960 o cobtain more informticn on the exact location of Kotelks because
this village could not be found in any of the standard reference meberi-
als. Significant locaticnel data inelvded in the three weports cited
have been snelysed in sn effort to pinyoint the locatlion of Kotalks.

1. Place Mawe Semrch

In pev. 1. of ! _ Source says he 3uw a sign that

. pend "Kotafka,"” but in par. 3 cf“-?_h& speaks only o? the

vay the pape sovaded o himp, i A pystomatic sesrch of tho most cospre-
heasive geogrophical rofarance aeberieis fails to provida any clue to
the location of Kotedkn. World Ve IX topogrophic meps ab the scale of
1.:100,000, are aveileble fon Qo anbtive ases north of Ushgorod and,
although not of receut dats whey are RILE judged to be fairly reliebie
for village pames. o noee elosaly resembling the phonetic spelling of!

¥otadks appesrs on thea. Hor 8 aay similar neme inclwied in the

"% Seo Roports
¥ The Russfern spel

rranaliterated az "Hou
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comprehensive gazetiesrs, po stway pelitical-adadinistrative handbooks:, or
rellroed timetebles that ~over the srea. The names closest 4o Kotarka

or Kotachks or IBiaczka are "Skeiereko" and "Potashnya.” Skotarsko

(4804 "K-23C156°E) is situsted along the rallroad northeash of Mukschevo,
and Potashnys (L8oLE'{-22027'E) is & emall village along the railroad
about 10 miles northezst of Ushgoro.*

2. Distance/Time Analysis

As far as distance is conserned, Source easily could bhave traveled
by rail from Cegléd, Fungary, o e point north of Uzhgorcd, USSR ~- &
distance of a’opr';ﬂme tely 200 mileg -- ip 2 days and 3 ni g}:ﬂ;s_

A number of weaknesseas, hovever, sppear in Sowe's accourt of

his roundabout reburn trip tc Dobvrecen. Bwigary. Ascordipg to par. 13 of
Report _ the shephrrd in Jotafka told Source that the frelght
%rain he hed been on hed crossed the Tisza River at Chop end advised hinm
to return via the sawn scubhvard coube, Lub Source does nct mentior the
Tisza on his remwn Zrip altbouib the river forms a wide physical hasrier
along this part of the UlSk-lwpiery frontler.

After walltipg approximately 12 days and riding on a truck some 302

hours, Scurce musi have crusied rot only & border erea of the UBSR but

gone Gthrough or very close to Uzhgeeod aot Budapest. Yot he dees a0t

refer to any =ity nov do2s ho racopnlic any of the countryrside even

though scme of it, precuasls, #2s fairly nesr pis home. His truck ride
3 3

ended 2t Balsbtonfenyves (450:3'H-17°29 'E), spproeximately 35 mlles {rom

for lozatior of »‘1033: villages.
for proboble mow
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the Austrisn border. Source must have had some ldea of the location of
Ralatonfenyvesn, whzther through former Kknowledge or local sigpboards, and
he also rust have realized that he was muach clogser Yo Austria than
Debrecen. However, inctead of cerrying oud his original plan to gn to
Austria, he Jumed a freight train going in the opposite direction to
Székesfahé’rvﬁrg wher: he borvowsd money and took a passexier traln tack
to. Debrecén - a tolul disance of espproximately 130 miles from Balston-
fenyves. Since up to this point, Source spparently had remarkable
guccess in 2vading avthoritize and crossing internationzl horders, it
seems sbrange that he 4id »ol tuy to got across the Austrian border at
this time instend of raturaing to Debrecen.

If Srurce weered to the soublwest vhile walking southward frosm.
Kota¥ka, he mwight not heve s2en the Tisza River, but he would have had
to crous both the UBSR-Czechrsiovakis ard the Czechoslovekle-Bungery
borders to continue his jouraey. If, irstesd, he veered to the scutheast,
he wruld have scen whe Tisza as well as other rivers, and this direction
would have led hinm into Rumsals. «=- where ke would have ieen faw of £ couree
Por o route thah eventneliy took bim to Balatonlenyves. If, however,
Srurce had wrrltsingly bub setnally spont the brief pericd betweer. his
journey norikward end his return telp in zechoslovakic instead o the
USSR, he probably weuld nob have erosaed the Tisza River. He alsc would
neve been Tarthar fou Delrecen =nd therefors might not heve seen aqy
Pomiliar landmerks. o n a'l nrobobility, however, he would have crrossed

+he Danube River and would. lav: pessed through or near Sudapest.

“ 3
Approved For Release 2001/03/02 : CIA-RDP63-00314R000200160003-2

3eBeCeit-E-T



Approved For Release 2001/03/02*CtA:RDP63-00314R000200160003-2

3. Orientation and Yerrain

According to par. 13 of _ the peasant told Source

o
that Kota¥ks was beyond the fowrth mountein southeast of Poland: Kotacka

25X1A2g

was also described as balag north of Chop (USSR) end Hungevry, and porth-

25X1A2g west of Rumania. In contrast, in par. 3 of_Sourc‘e
indicates thet Kotsdka was located seversl mountains ridges southWest
of Poland, but 541l northwest of Rumanie.

Movement in almost nny direction in the extremely mountalinous srea
north of Uzhgorod and goutk of Poland would reguire crossing many ridges
and spurs. Since there ig no way of determining whether the peasart's
concept of "mountein” included mwajor ridges only or minor spurs as well,
Source could bave besn almost anywhere in western Zakarpatskaye Obiast’,
if his story is evalvatad cn the basis of terrain and oriextation &lone.
Considering distence and reilro:d informetion in addition to terrain,
however, the most probable ares i1 the mountalnous expanse that borders
the railroad betwesn Kostrina (805T'N-20036°E) and Syanki (B9C01°F-2205k Ki.¥
Although not o likely, it is possible that Source was farther south in
Area 2,%* between Fostrine avd ubrinich (h8048'H-22030°3 . 014 Russian
and Czechosloveliny maps of these ereas even show a numhar of railroad
spur lines thet would F1% ke dascription of the steeply graded spurs
mentioned by the Souvcc. Most of these lines appeer to be old narrcw-
gauge logging spﬁrso nforpetion 38 not available on the current status
of any of these spurs, but they do serve to indlcesie potential areas wheras

broader-gauge lines forr misslle use cculd be constructed most readily.

EEYS
24

See Area L on Mep 2.
#% See Ares 2 on Mpp A.
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A comment abcut the Source’e willirgmses or even eagerness to assume
that he was in the USSR scems te be in order. When he emerged from the
tenk car the night he arrived in Kota¥ksz, he could wé_ll havo seen mouvn-
tainous terrain very similax %o the terrain he expected‘» t’) see in Anstria
== g counbry with many mounbtaing and V-shaped walleys. Ee had been trav-
eling 3 nights and 2 days in a dark tapk car, convinced that he was headed
for Austria, and therefors it seams incredilble that Source would ime-
diately recognize in the dark o heavily forested mountainous area that
he had not seen since he was & child ard would know immedimtely that he
was north of Uzhgorod, USIR, insteal of in Austria, vhere he expectad to
be (par. 6 of _ Suck immediate perception end identification
of mountainous terrain in the dark does not tally with Source’s lack of
recognition in the daylight of, presumshly, more familiar FHungsrian land-
marks on his return eroes-country trip, which lasted 12 days.

L. Railrcads

An enalysis of the railrosd transportation pattern in western
Zokarpetskaya Oblast'! wrovider one of the strongest refutations of
Source’s claim of having been in the USER. Practically all Soviet rsil-
roads are bread gauge, ond Hungaviap railroads are standard gauge. There-
fore, traveling in a Hungerian standard-gavge tank car from Cegléd, Hungaxy ,
across the Soviet borider ot Chop and cortinuing northward in ‘bhe. saxe car
to a point near the Polish border would be impossible unless some adJust-
ment were made at the Hungary-USCR border. Reomoving the stenderd-gruge
trucks of a tauk cer and replacing them with broad-gauge trucks is «n
cparvation that would he most rnlikely to escepe notice by the occupent of

such a cer. Although Scurce mentioms "nuneirous stops and much shutiling”

Approved For Release 2001/03/02“: %I-A-RDP63-00314R000200160003-2
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he describes nothing that would indicate a change of gauge. Furthermore,
the changing of broad-gavge for standerd-geuge reil trucks is a procedure
that appears to be reserved for pessenger cars. There are no known in-
stances of changing the trucks ¢f freight cars at the Chop rall yari.
Freight is customsrily trapsloaded from steadard-gauge to broasd-gauge
trains. In this eres the ususl practice 1is to bring emply Hungariea
tank cars to the southern terminus of the Soviet broad-gsuge line st
Komord, Hungery (1O miles south of Chop), where facilities are avalleble
for piping petroleum into the cers. Availsble intelligence indicates
that the only line in Zakarpatskaya Oblast’ over which European steadard-
gauge cars could be moved is the lime from Chop to Mukachevo, a clty east
and south of ‘any eres that ?its the descriptions provided by the Sowrce.
This line is dual gauge, heving standard-gpuge and broad-gauge tracks
rumiing parallel to each other.

As far as orientetion is concerned, on= could be north of Uzhgered,
USSR, but be in Crzechosilovekiz instead of the Soviet Union. It 18
possible, therefore, that the Souree moved by rail from Hungary northward
into Czechoslovakia. Twe htaz:;deiar@-gamge railroads run from Hungary into
eastern Czechoslovakia, cne going through Hidasnémetl, Ko¥ice, and Presov
and the other through Satoraljanjhely, bﬁchalovc.eg and Humeone.

Two further commaziis about flource’s deazcription of his railroacifa
journey into the USSR eeaem necessary. It is curious that an empty rail-
road tank car would be transporied from Husgary to the USER To be lelt
briefly at a siding of a spall village in Zakarpatskaya Oblast’ and then
moved on, presumably e & neerby militsry installation. Military instal-

lations are genevally consumers rather than producers of patrolaum products,

-6 -
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and the usvel arraugeosment would be to ship full tank cars to such
installations. Furthermore, if Source apent two nights and a day ia

2 inches of oil at the bottom of a tank car {before he got the blapkets)
the condition of his clothing mwt surely bave been worthy of some
comment even in a rural society. He seams to have been walcomsd without
comment, however, and not questioned by hie chepherd host. It 1s also
strange that a box car of Hungarian army uniforms and blenkets would be
shipped from Hungary %o a militery installation garrisoned by Sovie:

wwoaps (paz. + o ||

5. Border Security and Uanidentified Merkers

The USSR area north of izhgorod, which Source claimed %o have
traversed by rail and later on f50%, frequently has been roported an a
beavily fortified zone, with mechenized dilvisions and sevaral chain:
of bunkers end wnderground inctallations. It ceems strange, therefure,
that Scurce does not recall baving seen any such installations while
walking out of the ares avd aleo strange thot the international train
going into the ares was ncd iuspected. If Source moved norihward irto
Czechoslovekie instesd of the USTR, howzver, the sighting of military
installiations would have been less likely.

Source describes markere {mecsuring 6 by 6 by 6 inches, set 150 to
200 meters apart, end mwiterad in mits of five) running in an irregular
line up the slope thai he olimbed to observe the missile site. In trying
to use this informeticn to identify the site, three possitilities were
explored: (1) the markers wigat have some topographic survey significance s
(2) the markers might represant the demtrcation of a boundary of soms type,

and (3) the markers might delimit forest plots.

= T =
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The first possibilisiy wes eliminated on the grounds that the mavkere
did not seem to relate to any kmown topographic survey practice. Fuwther-
more, 1t is believed that the markers couid not possibly represent “he
present internatiozal boundixry bresuse markers along such boundarier are
usvelly numbered consecutively, e.g. 140, 141, 142, and aliso becaus:
Scurce reports none of the usual security measures such as fences exd
plowed strips currvently asscciated with this ’bmmc“ia.rywsu:’esa,e He might
have scen markers of an older bovméb.ry, elther internationsl or intermal;
there are many in this area. For example. the pre-Werld Yer IT bourdary
between Czechoslovaitia and Foland runs in a northwest-scutheast direction
through the area bebtween Syenki cnd Uzhok. The detailed svrveys of the
demsrcation commissions, which would locate and describe such boundery
warkers end their nmmberirg, are not avsilable.

In this part of the world, forested areas are commonly divided ty
plot merkers for purposes of pubilc use; bui neilther the “curce’s de-
scription nor evallable reference materiasls are adequate for locatirg
any such areas.

6. Cultural Geoerenby

Hone of Source's commeats sbout food, clothing, type of house, tuse
of kerosene lamps, women crechsting, or the stealing of ccel help to
pinpoint any one place cr area within Zukeopatskaya Oblast’. These
characteristics and customs are eppliecable %o many of the mountainouvs
areas of Eastern FBurope. The fscht that water from a well tasted like
diluted or sour wire coass to he an insignificant phenomenon that, from

avellable informaticn, carach be traced to emy particular reglon.

-8 -
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In par. 18-20 of Source says that he came to a
tobacco-growing area after walking southward from Kotatka for 3 daye.
Some 3,000 hectares of land in Zekerpatskaya Oblast® arc planted ia
tobacco. The principal tobacco-growing areas aré\‘loca.ted in the lowland
and foothill sreas of Uzhgorodskiy, Mukachevskiy, ﬁeregovskiy, and
Vinogradovskiy rsyons. In recent years, however, tobacco culti{ation
has been extended Intc the eastern lowland areas adjacent to the border
settlements of Kbust and Tyachev. Walking southward from the Kostrina-
Syanki ares for 3 days probably would bring one into or near the tobacco-
growing areas of western Zakarpatskeye Oblast’. Although this factor
strengthens the likelihcod that: if Kotadkm is in the USSR it is situated
somewhere near Area 1, it Jo25 nob necessarily rule oub the possibility
of Kotadka being locatad in “zechoslovakia because a sivilar pattern of

tobacco distribution prevails in the southern border areas of Eastern

Czechoslovakia. 25X1A2
In par. 1L of‘ﬁ&:urce mentions Hungarian soldiers who

come to Kotadka anauvaliy to ski. Ekiing is possible throughout: the
mountalnovs ares of Zelarpatskeys Obleot®, Ski clubs reportedly exist
in Uzhgorod, Mukachevo, Mezhgor'ye, Rakhov end presumably maintain bases
in these towns.* Although no details are aveilsble, it is probable that
the Uzhgorod snd Mukechevo ciuls use ski slcpes in the mountains directly
to the north. Arcund the 'Sinyak” health resort, which 13 located near
Svalyava, are good ski slodes. In central. Zekerpatskaye Oblast! the

chief skling areas are near “he sottlement of Kolochava. Actually, skiing

¥ With the exception of Rakhov, which is located farther east, these
towns axre showm on Map A.

- 9 -
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is most importent in the extreme southea.sfern part of Zakarpatskaya
Oblast® vhere Yesinlya,* ihe larsest ski resort in the aree, has ex-
cellent slopes around Gors (Mt.) Goverls and the Lazeshchiny River
Valley. Thus, Hungarian soldiers may well have skied in the area ncrth
of Uzhgorod, but this information does not belp pinpoint the locaticn
of Kotatka.

The fact thet all the people the Source talked to -- shepherd,
tobacco-farm woman, and two truck drivers -~ spoke Bungarien does not
help tc locate Kotailka because both Czechoslovekian and Soviet territory
now lying north of the Hungarian border were at one time under Hungrrian
control, end many Hungarisn speakers live in these areas.

Summary

Although referesnce materisls sre relatively good on that part of
Zokarpatskaya Oblast® north of Uzhgorod, systematic research on the
area revealed no sebtlewent with the neme of Kotecks. Many aspects of
the information incluvded n Sourze’s reports seem to polnt to the lo-
cation of Kota¥ks in northwestera Zekarpatskeys Cblast’, between
Dubrinich and Sysnki. Yowever, the reporte include a numder of incon-
sistencies that are difiicuit to reconcilé -- notably the matter of
getting a Buropesn-geugs rail cer onfo a Soviet-gauge line and the
highly unconvincing desrripiion of the trip back to Debrecen. Possibly
Source went to som2 ares nocrth of Hungsry end near the UESR border but
not actually within the USSR and convinced himself that be was in Soviet

territory. In many respects Source's secount would conform better,

% Located east of the ar=a shouwn an Mep A.

- 10 -
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though by no meens well, to a description of a trip in and out of
Czechoslovakia. Finally, his sccounte of his inadvertant penetration
into the USSR differ radically from ore report to another, which makes

them difficult to analyze and may indjcate that they were fabricated.
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